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are reared in the region, and many others are drafted in from the
Great Plains, as far south as Texas, to be "finished" for market.
The rapid growth of population, both in the North Central and in
the Middle Atlantic States, has greatly increased the demand for
meat and dairy produce, while the development of transport and
the use of refrigerating cars have made it easy to meet that demand.
The number of cattle in the maize belt cannot be determined exactly,
but of the 66,000,000 on farms in the United States in 1938,
29,000,000 are in the North Central region. Hogs are even more
concentrated in this region, and about 70 per cent of those in the
United States are found within it. But in each case the density
within the maize belt is much greater than without it.
Nearly three-fifths of the slaughtering and meat packing of the
United States is done in the North Central Region, where the
industry is to the maize belt what the manufacture of flour is to
the wheat fields. Chicago is the chief city engaged, and in 1929
produced about 18 per cent of the country's output. It owes its
pre-eminence, on the one hand, to its suitable position for receiving
live stock from the whole of the north-west, and, on the other, to
its facilities for distributing the manufactured product. Kansas
City (Kansas) and South Omaha, which practically do nothing else,
have grown in importance within recent years as a result of the
extension of the corn belt in Nebraska and Kansas; East St. Louis
and Indianopolis have also a large output. With the exception of
New York, which produces over 5 per cent of the whole, the leading ,
cities in this industry are in the maize-growing states.
Besides wheat and maize, the North Central Region also
produces two-thirds of the United States' output of oats and half
of its hay, and it contains half of the dairy cattle kept on farms.
From the Dakotas and Minnesota comes practically all the flax
grown in the country, and from Michigan, especially round Saginaw,
and Nebraska about one-sixth of the sugar-beet.
In addition to its great agricultural resources, the North Central
Region has much mineral wealth, and three large coalfields of
Carboniferous age lie within it. The most important of these is
the Eastern Interior, which covers most of Illinois, the south-western
corner of Indiana, and a small portion of Kentucky. The output of
this field amounts to about 63,000,000 tons, or rather less than
one-sixth that of the United States; and the coal from it, besides